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Btantl mo 1 do not Vtoh to criticise-

a single soul Our societies do not

need criticism They need money nnd

assistance Indeed would I bo pre-

sumptuous to criticise the Ladles He-

brew Hcncvolont Association which

wna doing excellent work before I was

born and will continue to do good as

long as there Is a handful of women of

their type left In this city though It be-

In rulnB Tor It 1b the mothers and

daughters In Israel who have ever

been and always will be the hand that

alleviates suffering and misfortune

wherever found Can any one point a

linger of criticism at the good work

of the Mens Uenevolent the lllkor-

Chollm or any other lowish ohaiity

organization or this city They all do

the best they can with their limited

means I Jut the quest Ion is are we

working to the host advantage The

Answer is no The proor is that oth-

er cities have united their charities

and arc doing better work and more

work for less money than under the

old wornout methods under which the

Icwlsh charities of Houston are now

working In union there is strength

Let us make our charities stronger

They are now ameliorative rather than

constructive more of the hit and miss

variety Wo aim straight but do not

shoot straight thereby missing the

mark We relieve the immediate wants

or suffering but do we assist any iur-

ther The fundamental principle ol all

charity Is to help one to help hiinseli

One of the greatest helps is to assist

borne unfortunate to reach the next

town which In turn helps him on to the

next with no purpose in view except

to be rid of the trouble What we need

and what we will have if not now

then at a future date but come it will

and the sooner the better a United

Jewish Charlies of Houston working

along organized and systematic lines

on a broad businesslike basis Is it

not wiser to keep ahead of an emer-

gency rather than to be prepared to

meet it-

Why was the excellent Idea of the

homo established last winter by the

good women of the Uenevolent Society

forced to abandon Its work Simply

because of a lack of funds and a lack

of cooperation caused from a disorgan-

ized lot of charitable organizations

Under our present disorganized system

of disagreement If soma of our weal-

thy citizensdesired to give bequeath

pr will any amount of money to our

local JowlBh charities how could It-

ho done Under a single head this

condition could not exist nnd it might

also bo an incontivo to Bomo of our

wealthy Jews to make a gift of this

kind Wo aro often called upon to do-

nate to subscribe or to give nnd tMio

expression Is often heard that my

hand 1b always In mypocket for one

thing or another I am tired of It go-

to aomo one else Dont always work

aw
the same people Halls aro given con-

certs arranged dances and entertain-

ments gotten up bazaars built pro-

grams arc printod aivortl3cinonl1t sp-

llcltcd tickets sold and donations nak-

ed

¬

untiF we actually sicken of It Gen-

erally

¬

the amounts are paltry and trill-

ing itis the frequency of thejUilifg

wherein lies the nuisance It Is the

rule rather than the execution tilafttho

expense incurred In giving these pro-

miscuous moneyraising enterprises

greatly decrease the expectod profits

the money going into the treasury Is

usually very small In comparison to

the money and ork contributed to the

good purpose The fact Is wo do not

give as much under this plan u9 wo

think we do The truth of the iftaO-

ter Is the lews of Houston give pre-

cious littlo aiul if you will bear with

me just a moment while 1 give you

some dry data you can readily see

that I am right-

The191fnrltles of which we have a

record aro of course the onlyj cs

which I quote from but the greatest

amount of money given annually by

any onewnnu which Includes also

what Ills wife gjjes Is as folloivs

New Orleans Orphan Home 2500
Denver Hospital 1 J 000
1 O H U tj 1210-

iJikor Chollm 110-

0Mens Benevolent 1000-

Womens Uenevolent GOt

The Ladles Aid which is not a
charitable socle y though 1

will Include it P Ii00

Total 0040

Now few ot us contribute to the

entire list Hut granted for arguments

sake thatthe man belongs to each one

and gives the highest amount given to

all of them the total will only amount

to 0910 which means no Jew In Hous-

ton gives morbuthan 585 per month

to regular organized charities of which

we have a record In a spirit of fair-

ness I will say that this does not In-

clude the pormiscuous and private giv-

ing

¬

to many other worthy objeots

and icauses of which no one
m

knows except the person giving But

when you think of the many wealthy

Jews olour prosperous city a largo
Ml i

number of Whose names were pub-

lished in the Houston Chronicle of-
II

August J1 among those people of the

city who paid taxes annually on more

than twentythousand dollars real es-

tate you will readily boo that the

wealthy Jews of Houston aro falling

way short of the ten per cont 91 their

Income supposed to be given annually

to charity according to Jewish teach-

ing tradition and custom So you

canseewo Imagine tha we nrtfiglv

lug a world when In re alityTwe aro

giving a mite

Under an organized charity aau
Will know exactly to a ponny how

much ho gives and i to acont will ho

know for what purpose his moncjywlll-

bo used it will do awaywithsolici-

ting of all kinds no unworthy arid

unwelcomo echnorrer will darken his
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door Imposition will bo stopped to-

a marked degree Purchasing of tick-

ets will bo a thing of the past do

nating to balls and then paying for

the same supper which you have al-

ready given will be fond memory

Do you know or does any one know

how much and for what purposes

money contributed toward local char-

ities is used We may spend a hun-

dred

¬

dollars year or wo mny spend

ten thousand dollars no one knows

nor ever will until the United Jewish

Charities of Houston issuesan annual
or monthly report of moneys received
and disbursed We will then know

exactly how much is required and

can guide our expenses according to

our income II wo have a year when

too great a strain is made on our

trensury we will be in a position to

borrow as any other legitimate busi-

ness institution A regular salaried
officer can be employed to carry out

the instructions ot the organization

thereby relieving in a great measure

our already overtaxed unselfish and

genet oushearted charity workers
May their good deeds be blessed

These energetic and active workers
will then find a pleasure in their
work in place of the heavy burdens
now resting on their noble shoulders
nnd their useful activities can be
more advantageously turned to a

broader Held A poor unfortunate
seeking aid will not be sent from per-

son

¬

to person nor from society to

society but his case will be Immedi-

ately

¬

Investigated if worthy he will

receive ready relief and if unworthy

he can not go from house to house

nor from one society to another and
work his groveling gratt In the
light of experience indiscriminate
charity Is more apt to add to an evil

than to cure it Proper methods

with charities and their Intelligent

direction greatly Increase their pow-

er

¬

for good Our Kabbis will not

be called upon to act as charity

agents and their valuablo time can

be turned to other work If political

Influence was required as has been

tho case In the past to deal with
some local Jewish matters how much

stronger would that Inlluenco bo

coming from a united Jewish Interest

Hut how can all this he done you

may ask And I will say much easier

than outofdate methods of today

and bettor still Each society will

continue to exist as an Individual or-

ganlzatlon with Its regular hoard of

officers under Its present arrange-

ment Time as well as your patlonce

will not permit mo to outline in de-

tail tho workings of the plan but
many cities throughout tho Union

have adoptod It and none lias re-

verted to tho primitive mothod under

which we aro now struggling so un-

satisfactorily

COLLINS BROS
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Porcelain Bath Tubs 25
Phone Preston 96

1212 Congress Avenue Houston Texas

Seasons Greetings
And A Happy and Prosperous New Year

To our many Jewishfriends and patrons

WADDELLS PRAIRIE AND

FANNIN

YOUNG MAN YOUNG LADY

The best investment you can make is a busi-

ness

¬

education Twentyfive Dollars a

month increase in your salary isequal to six per-

cent interest on an investment of 500000-

Draughons system of bookkeeping is

practical and thorough and the shorthand is

used by Seventyfive per cent of the official

court reporters of the United States It must
be the best

Write us for catalog
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